The Cree dialects and subdialects stretch from Labrador westward into Alberta. 
Although adjacent dialects are mutually intelligible, more distant ones are not, so that 
at least two languages could be recognized. The complex dialect relations are 
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discussed in MacKenzie 1980 and MacKenzie & Clarke 1981. Rhodes & Todd 1981 
include Mitchif, a mixed language formed from Cree and French, among the Cree 
dialects. The 1981 Canadian census listed 67,495 Cree speakers. There is good 
attestation of the language dating from the 17th century. Major published sources 
include a 17th century Montagnais grammatical sketch (Le Jeune 1973) and 
dictionaries (Fabvre 1970, Silvy 1974); 18th and 19th century translations of liturgical 
materials into Cree (see Pilling 1891, Hanzeli 1969); 19th century grammatical 
descriptions (Howse 1844 on Woods Cree, Lacombe 1874a,b on Plains Cree, Horden 
1881 on Moose Cree); 20th century grammatical descriptions (Lemoine 1901a, 
McNulty 1971, Clarke 1982, Martin 1991, Cyr 1992, 1996 on Montagnais, Hives 1948, 
Wolfart 1969, 1973, 1991, Wolfart & Carroll 1973/1981, Ahenakew 1987 on Plains 
Cree, Beland 1978 on Atikamekw), pedagogical grammars (Edwards 1954, 1979, Ellis 
1983, Vaillancourt 1978, 1980), and dictionaries (Lemoine 1901b, Faries 1938, Logan 
1964, Mailhot & Lescop 1977, the Montagnais de La Romaine 1978, and Drapeau 
1990, 1991 on Montagnais, Beland 1978 on Atikamekw, Anderson 1971 on Plains 
Cree, Laverdure & Alland 1983 on Michif, Bloomfield 1984a, MacKenzie 1987 on 
East Cree, MacKenzie & Jancewicz 1994 on Naskapi). Martin 1974 discusses 
Montagnais phonology, Drapeau 1979 noun morphology, Cyr 1990 aspect, Sparks 
1992 syntax, Drapeau 1996 evidentials, and Dahlstrom 1991 and Starks 1994a,b 
grammar and discourse. Texts are in Bloomfield 1930, 1934, Bird 1975, Kapesh 1976, 
1979, Ahenakew 1986, Wolfart 1988, Ahenakew & Wolfart 1992, 1998, and Ellis 1995. 
Menominee is spoken by a few elderly persons in northeastern Wisconsin. Major 
published work includes a grammar by Bloomfield (1962), lexicon (1975), and texts 
(1928). Montgomery 1976 is a pedagogical grammar. The language has played an 
important role in the development of linguistic theory, partly because of its complex 
phonology (Bloomfield 1939, Miner 1975, 1979a, 1981a, Hockett 1981), partly as 1 
of 4 languages on which Bloomfield's reconstruction of Proto-Algonquian was based. 
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